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The Rise of the Burdwan Raj shortly afterwards the great
Burdwan house whose history from the period onwards is identical
with that of the district was founded. According to tradition the
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original founder of the house, was one Sangram Rai a Khatri Kapur
of Kotli in Lahore, who, on his way back from a pilgrimage to Puri,
being much taken with the advantages of Baikunthapur, a village
near the town, settled there and devoted himself to commerce on
money lending. Abu Rai, who was appointed Choudhuri and Kotwal
of Rekhabi Bazar in the town in 1657 AD under the Faujdar of
Chakla Burdwan, is said to have been his grandson, and he is the
first member of the house of whom there is any historical record.
He owned his appointment to the good service rendered by him
in supplying the troops of the Faujdar with provision at a critical
time. His son Babu Rai, who owned Pargana Burdwan and three
other estates, was succeeded in his turn by his son Ghanashyam
Rai. Upon the death of Ghanashyam Rai, his son Krishna Ram
Rai succeeded to the Zamindari and among other new estates
acquired the Pargana of Senpahari. In 1689, he was honoured
with a farman from the Emperor Aurangzeb in 38th year of his
reign confirming his title as Zamindar and Chaudhuri of Parganas

Burdwan. [Bengal District Gazetters, Burdwan, West Bengal Govt., reprinting
March 1997 pages-34-35]
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